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Associated Préss
Although " admitting the Central .

Imw‘l'fence Agency “has failed to

predict several recent mtel na*zon-

al crises, CIA
Director Wil- :
liam Colby_de-
fended the or- :
ganization - as
the "best inteli-
~ gence agencyin
the world" dur
ing a weekend:
visit to the Twm. .
Citles. - '

'SC)I)

He cited" the-
coups in Portu-’ R
.gal and Chile Colby
and the -1973 Middle East war as
cases where the CIA failed to ac-

curately: predict those happenings. -

"But, he noted that’ "mteﬂwence is
not a. crystal ball.y'- . v

THE CIA \IUS’I‘ numtam th
capability for covert operations
because 'there are-some things
that can't be handled by a d]plo-

matic protest, and yet vou don't -
want- to send the Marines," Colbv ]

said.

Colby also sau‘l’ he approved of

~bring- troops back frormn Finland:

(.7 g,,«/{/ or (o /é’/,/
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criticism of the CIA. saying: "We

‘expect the'government to respond
“to the questions of its citizens and'

follow the Constitution und iaws.
But, he accused the news 1 memai
of "some ‘undue sensationalism,'

in reporting CIA activities. :
COLBY ATTENDED 2 reunion |

"..of a special duty group which vol- ';
unteered for a mission in \orway

3

Except for Colby, an Irishman,
all. 80 members of the group, or-!
ganized by the QOffice of Strat egic,
Services (0SS), were of Norwegi—i ,
an ancesiry. They were experts in{
parachuting, sknntr and Cfuerrll.la
warfare.

Colby, 55. commanded the e\:pe-
dition, They - parachuted into
northern Norway to cut the raily
road lines Germans were using to:

|
during World War IL. . :
|

beventeen of tﬂe volunteers were
killed.

" Colby, in ‘rief remark tum his
old comrades that they :wouldnt
feel too sorry about his "h:umffto,
answer a few questiops. We want;
intelligence to work under the
Conb_tltutlon and under the law." |

Y
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By Robert T. Smith
Staft Writer

The head of the Ce n*"al Intelli-

gence Agency (CIA) came to Min--

DPdD")hS Friday on a senti mental
journey., .

'i‘hi.-t r years ago, William E, Colby, .
Y

hen a major in the U.S. Army,

commanded a’ group of 80 Norwe- "~
ctan—.—\mem.ans who were experts -

\Mfﬁ@j:
Waﬁ%ﬁygﬁr

-But 47 of Lh° rest aathnr“d in the

YT

foBSR 1075

utﬁs

xsd !

in parachuting and skiing and zuer-
ritia warfare. They were volun-
teers for special dangerous duty.

Colby, now 55, parachuted into
novthern Norway with them to zut
the railroad lines the  Germans
were using to bring troops back
from Finland. 5ev=\nteen of his
men were Kili bd

H
. .l - ‘
i
Normandy. Motor Inn last ni Oz.t——}
the first reunion they have ever
had. They came from New York, |
California,: Pennsylvania; . the Pa- |
nama Caral Zone and other parts
of the nation to teli tall tales, sm°
bawdy sangs and hug each other. o
Among them were Iawyers and ;mp
captams an- insurance executive, ,
a tool ard die makaer, a pig farmer
and the head of the CIA
T}my be}onﬂed in World Wal II
m 2. secret organization called |
NORSO, the :Norwegian - Spacial :
Ope)ranons Group, a branch of the
Office of Strategic 'Services !
(0.8.5.). They - were- picked be-
cause of Norwegian ancestry and |
some were Nerwegian merchant;
marine. seamen whose ships were |
surk in the early part of the War‘
and who then joined the A*'neﬂcan ;
Army. All are now Amencans
The reumon was or'Jaruzed by e
Minnesotans, Leif Eide-of Minne- |
apohs and Adolpa Hogfoss of New
Ulm, and Karl Hoffman of NMediord, :
' Calif, Minneapolis was selected bea
cause of its central Iocaflon

e

Col ay, a ratwe or St. Paul still a.
«fi igitly buitt man of 153 pounds, i
vus lnown as “Major Guts and,
" Liones," because of his small size.. ;

- -
Hz entered the reunion room car-f
rying the NORSO f{lag, a_pennant |
-with a parachute and crosSea rifles :
with a ski pole holding it up. He'
oraobed a gin and tonic and then:

-referrmv to recent investigations |

SRS
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the good hand of Nels Huss, of
Spokane, Wash. Huss's dther hand
was blown off while lighting an
explosive charge. . 7:

The CIA chiet hugged Lei¢ Oistad)
the captain of a geophysical re-,

earch ship who came to'the meet&;
mcr from the Arctic Circle. He!
grunned both hands of Einar Elias-;
sen, Woodland Hills, Calif., an
was known as "Eli" and was the
outfit's . top sergeaat.. S 1

As CoIby walked away, Ehaasen
said to -some others: "He's gane
tnrough  more than all those guys.
chewmu him apart- put together,"

of the CIA "'I want to get up and
1\1ck them all’ m the ass.”". - -

Colny, in an mt°rv1ew salcf he
came because "these are very close
old friends,' adding, "We para-:
cnuted together and_ develop ed

ery warm f{riendships that con-i.
tmuPd through the years. “Thesel
1\nrwemans are great." Colby. is:
Trish, : G

They drank and ate steak and’ szmcr
songs ranging from the Norweman
I\:atlonal Anthem to "'Roll Me Over:
in the Clover." As the names of]
their dead comrades were sounded
— Bernard Hagland, Robert N. An-
derson, Capt, Bill Larson ~— the
old company bugler, Fred Johan-
sen, pldyed “Taps Now an insur-
ance executive in Jamestown, N.Y.,
he had pra(-txced it for t’qe labt
LWOo mcmths R

JnO_/‘ declmed to di scus» ﬁneul.vcs
ui the CIA's recent problems, but|
did” comment on why there is a
CIA office in Minneapolis, "We're;
not in Minneapolis to sSpy on any-
body," he said. "We want.to get
information on foreign activities —-
from such as businessmen and uni--
versity typeb and ‘whatever."

In a talk to the group, he noted
that the O.S.S. was a forerunner
of the CIA and said the men gath- |
crect there "produced a spirit and!
enthusiasm that left a permanent‘
mark on the Umted States and on
I\c>rw1y" . .
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e}
0"'../“

b

Approved For Release 2005/01/12 : CIA-RDP88-01315R0004000758 32

h,

;(I_)G {_)~’ij
?_ /é“/ / 1

B fnca e 1

i cndec St

1.



TN

Approved For Release 2005/rt/d20:CHARDP88-01315R000

.

o,

Approved For Release 2005/01/12 : CIA-RDP88-01315R000400070073-4

~holding it up..

12 OCTOBE2 1975
Eélb}} Meets !
Qld Buddzes

Ml‘\INEAPOLIS Oct. 11

'(AP)—-—La\wers sh.p cap-

tains; business executives, a

- die maher a pig farmer-and

the United States’ spy chief
were there among the 01d
wartime buddies. .

The 47 on ' hand were among
80 American .soldiers. who
volunteered for special duty in
Norway during World War I1.,

“All but one were of Norwegian '
ancestry.and all were experts'

" ing parachulmg, -skiing and
. guerrilla warfare. :

- For 'the one non-Norw ‘-man

“William-E. Colby, 55, head of -
“the. Central “Inte! h'-'ence

Agency commg to . Min-’

_neapobs on. Friday for- the:

reunion uas 3 senunental
-jourhey. Thxrty -years .ago, '
then.Maj. Colby . cornmanded ;

‘the : ‘volunteers. on .lheir-

dangerous m:ssxon Colby and
the -others - parachuled ‘into
Norway to-cut railroad lines:

" Germans were using to bririg

iroops -back.. from  Finland.'

~.Seventeen- of . the volunieers’

-werekilled. - :
... The - reumon in- a. \hn-v

:':’h&dlelS ‘hotel ‘was thefirst:
sever held by the men from the

secret orgamzatmn known -as:
NORSO, ".the - Norwegian-
. Special Operatxons Group, -a
branch.-of.. the. Oiffice .of
,Slrategcherwces Thev came:
from’ New .York, California,

,Pennsyl\.ama ‘the. Panama’
_Canal"Zone. and elsewhere. |

S10ld] tali;-tales, . <ang
; sdngs and hugoeu each
’

The shghtly bu;!t Colm u"no
_was Known 16, the others. as:
I*Major’, Guts and. Bones”
entered the reunion room
_carrying “the, NORSO flag,.a_
_pennant with.a parac‘mte and.
crossed ‘rifles vuth a ski pole-

-Laler; theen y\ho 30 vears
-ago parachuted into Norway
with “Major Guis and Bones™
-gave ‘him a standing ovation.

Thece *‘Norwegiars ~ are
great,” said Cnlbv of Irish
descent':. =R '
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